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CONPIDENTIAL 1999 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, IZ 

SUBJ: RETURN OP MICHAEL APLAQ TO BAGHDAD 

1. BAATH PARTY NATIONAL COMMAND SECRETARY GENERAL MICHEL AFLAQ 
HAS BEENOUTSIDE IRAQ FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. HE HAS NOW RESURPACED 
IN BAGHDAD, AND PRESIDENT BAKR PAID A HIGHLY PUBLICIZED CALL ON 
HIH SEPTEMBER 26. PICTORIAL COVERAGE IN THE PRESS PORTRAYS 

BOTH MEN IN SEEMING GOOD HEALTH AND CONVIVIALITY. 

2. COMMENT: APLAQ'S ABSENCE GENERATED THE USUAL RUMORS OF 
DEFINITIVE DEPARTURE/EXILE. HIS PERIODIC ABSENCES CAN BE 
RELATED TO HIS OWN HEALTH PROBLEMS, AND/OR THOSE OP HIS SON 
IN PARIS, BUT THE PACT THAT HE WAS NOT IN BAGHDAD ON THE TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY OP THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BAATHI REGIME IN IRAQ 
LENDS SOME CREDENCE TO STORIES OP SERIOUS POLICY DIPPERENCES 
WITH THE RULERS. APLAQ, THE IDEOLOGICAL PURIST, HAS REPORTEDLY HAD 
DIPFICULTY ACCEPTING THE OCCASIONALLY MORE PRAGMATIC POLICY 
LINES TAKEN BY BAKR AND SADDAM HUSSEIN IN THE INTERESTS OP 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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THE IRAQI STATE. THE IRAQI BAATH, POR EXAMPLE, IS STRONGLY 
ENCOURAVING THE PARTY MEMBERSHIP OF NON-ARAB IRAQIS-KURDS, 
ASSYRIANS AND TURKMEN- WHILE APLAQ'S FOCUS REMAINS SECULAR 
ARABISM. 

3. A POLICY DIFPERENCE DOES NOT NECESSACILY CONNOTE A RUPTUR. 

JUST AS THE BAGHDAD LEAEERSHIP VALUES AFLAQ'S PRESENCE AS A 
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SYMBOL OF THE REGIME'S BAATHI LEGITIMACY, SO MUST AFLAQ PAUSE 
BEEORE MAKING A COMPLETE BREAK WITH COMRADES WHO ARE FAR MORE 
RESPECFUL OE HIS POSITION THAN THE ALTERNATE HOSTS IN DAMASCUS. 

PECK 
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